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DATE:    July 1, 2010 

 

TO:   Steering Committee 

 

FROM:    John Wills, P.E. 

   Wills Burke Kelsey Associates 

 

SUBJECT:    Steering Committee #13 

(WBK Project 09-0039) 

 

MEETING DATE:   June 23, 2010 

 

We held the thirteenth meeting of the Steering Committee for the update of the DuPage County 

Countywide Stormwater and Floodplain Ordinance on June 23, 2010.   The following is a general 

summary of the major points discussed and does not constitute a verbatim transcript, nor an 

attempt to capture either the speaker or the exact wording as presented.  The following also 

represents the preparer’s understanding of the discussion.  If there are any discrepancies, 

inaccuracies, or major items missed, please notify the preparer.   

 

Agenda Item I- Approval of Meeting Minutes  

1. The meeting was called to order by Chairman Klepp at 9:40 a.m.  The following were 

present at the meeting:  

 

Members:  Chairman Christine Klepp, David Winklebleck, Clayton Heffter, Karen 

Laskowski, Rob Swanson and Chris Vonnahme from DuPage County; Nick Hatfield, 

Village of Lombard; Vice Chairman Mary Lou Kalsted, Village of Lisle; Bill Novack, 

City of Naperville; Erskine Klyce (ex-officio); Roger Hopkins, Choose DuPage. 

 

Members absent: Dale Durfey.   

  

Alternates:  None. 

 

Also Present:  John Wills and Kristine Meyer, Wills Burke Kelsey (WBK); Bob 

Murdock, Baker; Jedd Anderson and Thomas Burke, Christopher B. Burke Engineering 

(CBBEL); and Tam Kutzmark, DuPage Mayors and Managers Conference (DMMC).  

 

A motion was made by Kalsted to amended the minutes of the May 26, 2010 meeting to 

include in Agenda Item 2: “Kalsted pointed out that although she volunteered for the 

Floodplain Subcommittee at the January 28, 2010 Steering Committee meeting, she was 

not notified of subcommittee meetings and has not participated in any of those meetings 

to date.”.   

 

By voice vote, the amended minutes were approved. 
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Agenda Items II  - Continue Discussion Regarding Floodplain Language 

2. There was a recent blog post regarding garages and floodplain ordinances requirements.  

Much time was spent discussing this topic.  This issue is specific to Lisle as they have 

approximately 300 homes in the floodplain and 30% of those do not have garages due to 

the current ordinance requirements.  It was noted that the discussion applies only to 

structures in the flood fringe, not in the floodway.  At the conclusion of the discussion the 

following options was decided as a policy decision that should be brought to the 

stormwater committee, a consensus from the steering committee could not be met:    

 The DuPage County Ordinance should be the same as the State and FEMA 

requirements regarding accessory structures in the floodplain. 

 The DuPage County Ordinance should be the same as the State and FEMA 

requirements regarding replacement of accessory structures in the floodplain. 

 The DuPage County Ordinance should be the same as the State and FEMA 

requirements regarding new accessory structures in the floodplain when homes that 

are also in the floodplain are brought into compliance. 

 

3. We then reviewed the “fast track” process proposed for streambank stabilization projects.  

It was discussed that since the majority of river and stream banks in DuPage County are 

below the 10-year elevation and because typical projects include extending the toe of the 

bank out into the river, in may not be realistic to require a balance of fill and cut at one foot 

increments.  In addition, when causing impacts to the stream bed, it may be difficult not to 

require a hydraulic model.  For Item 8 we discussed listing the techniques that are 

acceptable so the applicant does not need to “demonstrate” if they are applicable.  Finally, 

it was discussed that that these projects would need to obtain site-specific topography, but 

that a site benchmark could be established. 

 

4. FEMA's directions for treatment of floodways in a Zone A floodplain were briefly 

discussed.  This discussion will be continued at the next steering committee meeting. 

 

Agenda Item III- Additional Policy Issues for Matrix 

5. Due to time this item was not discussed. 

 

Agenda Item IV – Follow-up on Wetlands Discussion with Municipal Engineers 

6. The comments that came from the last municipal engineer’s meeting were briefly 

discussed.  The wetland subcommittee will meet one more time to discuss and finalize the 

riparian requirements as it relates to buffers and also performance standards.  They will 

also look at any items that may need to be brought forward as policy issues.  One item that 

was discussed as a possible policy issued is defining the limits of the buffer/riparian area.  

The current policy is to use the floodplain line as the limits of the riparian area.  It was 

noted that the MWRD uses the 10-year BFE line as a limit. 

 

Agenda Item V – Next Meeting 

7.  The next meeting is July 29
th

. 

 

 

The meeting was adjourned at approximately 12:25 p.m.   








